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TO  THE  CHAIRIMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

SOUTH  CROSLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

(iF.NTLEMF.N, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  another  Annual  Report  as 
to  the  health  of  your  district  during  the  year  1898. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  for  your  district  during  the 
10  years,  1881-1891,  was  so  small  as  to  make  any  calculation  for 
progressive  increase  during  the  past  8  years  almost  impossible,  I 
therefore  base  my  calculations  for  sickness  and  mortality  rates  on 
the  same  rate  as  last  year,  viz,,  that  the  population  of  your  district 
is  about  3,100. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  C5, 
equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  20  96  per  1,000.  The  natural  increase 
of  population  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  22,  and  for  the  8 
years,  1891-1898,  is  93,  but  taking  the  actual  returns  at  each  census, 
we  find  there  is  a  considerabls  loss  which  can  only  be  put  down  to 
emigration. 

Deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  43,  equal  to  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  13'87,  compared  with  15'18  per  1,000  for  the  previous  year 
1897.  A  reference  to  Tables  1  and  2  will  give  some  idea  of  our 
birth  and  mortality  rates  compared  with  the  previous  year,  aud  also 
with  the  rates  prevailing  in  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County, 
and  for  England  and  Wales,  during  1897,  and  the  33  largest  towns 
in  1898, 
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Twenty-one  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  adults  over  50  years  of 
age,  4  were  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  and  9  were  in  children 
who  had  not  completed  their  first  year,  or  in  other  words,  out  of 
every  1,000  children  supposed  to  be  born  in  your  district  the 
mortality  would  be  represented  as  138.  The  infant  mortality  for  the 
West  Riding  in  1897  was  151,  so  that  the  rate  quoted  is  slightly 
below  what  we  might  expect  to  have. 

Diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air  passages  account  for  a  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  deaths  in  the  West  Riding  generally,  and  in  your 
district  2  deaths  are  due  to  Phthisis,  or  Consumption,  as  will  be 
seen  from  Table  3,  in  middle  life ;  11  are  due  to  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia,  and  on  referring  to  the  same  Table  you  will  find  they 
are  at  the  extremes  of  life,  in  early  infancy,  and  in  old  age  ;  5  are  due 
to  Heart  Disease,  and  2  to  Cancer. 

From  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  we  record  3  deaths 
(viz..  Measles  1  and  Diarrhoea  2),  giving  a  rate  of  0  97  per  1,000,  the 
same  as  last  year. 

An  accoimt  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  remainder  will  be 
found  in  Table  3. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
.4ct,  1889,  only  3  cases  have  been  reported  to  me  during  the  year, 
viz.,  2  isolated  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  occurring  in  August  and 
November,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever  coming  to  my  notice  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  at  Netherton  Bank  End. 

With  regard  to  the  last  case,  careful  enquiries  failed  to  elicit 
information  as  to  the  origin  of  the  complaint,  and  examination  of 
the  premises  gave  negative  results  as  to  any  local  cause,  in  all  cases 
the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection, 
and  all  have  ended  in  recovery. 

A  slight  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  at  Armitage  Bridge  in 
April,  part  of  an  epidemic  which  spread  down  the  Holme  Valley  in 
the  Spring,  but  the  attendance  at  the  schools  was  never  so  marked 
as  to  necessitate  closing  them,  but  at  my  request  scholars,  not 
infected,  but  coming  from  infected  houses,  were  kept  away  for  a 
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period ;  thus  necessitating  my  giving  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  so 
that  they  might  not  lose  their  grant.  A  few  cases  were  also  heard 
of  at  Crosland  Edge,  in  August,  but  on  the  whole  we  have  been  com¬ 
paratively  free  from  Infectious  disease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

Frequent  visits  to  the  district  keep  me  in  touch  with  anything 
that  is  occurring  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  several  times  the  Inspector  has  requested  me  to 
assist  him  in  the  examination  of  nuisances,  which  he  has  duly 
reported  to  you,  and  his  report,  at  the  close  of  this,  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  Sanitary  work  which  has  been  carried  out. 

CONSUMPTION,  OR  PHTHISIS. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  we  have  only  2  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  this  terrible  scourge.  In  the  last  three  years  fewer  deaths 
from  this  disease  have  been  recorded  than  in  previous  years,  as 
shown  in  Table  5. 

Greater  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  the  fact  that  Consumption 
is  (a)  Infectious,  and  (6)  Preventable,  and  it  is  now  recognised  that 
improvement  has  been  and  can  be  effected  by  : — 

1.  General  sanitation,  especially  in  dwellings. 

2.  Supervision  of  trades  tending  to  the  development  of  the 

disease. 

3.  Isolation  of  the  sick  where  it  is  possible  to  carry  this  out. 

4.  Destruction  of  infectious  matter,  and  as  it  is  known  that 

the  infection  resides  in  the  dried  sputum,  it  is  very 
necessary  to  see  that  no  dust  is  produced  which  can 
contain  particles  of  minute  Tuberculous  matter. 

5.  Greater  control  over  the  vehicles  which  are  likely  to  convey 

tuberculous  matter,  such  as  meat  and  milk. 

With  this  knowledge  in  view,  I  strongly  recommend  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Consumption  as  an  infectious  disease,  and  while  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  isolate  the  sick  during  the  long  period  which  it 
generally  takes  to  run  its  course,  I  impress  upon  patients  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  spitting  about  the  room,  as  many  of  the  more 
careless  and  ignorant  will  do,  but  to  use  vessels  which  can  be  burnt 
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or  cleansed  and  disinfected,  and  in  the  event  of  a  patient's  death, 
that  the  room  should  be  stoved,  paper  stripped  off  the  walls,  and 
thoroughly  cleansed  by  washing  and  scouring  all  wood-work,  &c., 
and  where  patients  are  too  poor  to  do  this  themselves,  it  ought  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  expense  of  the  public  authority,  just  as  you  do  in 
other  infectious  cases. 

Further  attention  will  have  to  be  paid  by  all  authorities  to  the 
great  danger  incurred  by  the  consumption  of  tuberculous  meat  and 
milk.  There  are  no  Dairies  in  your  district,  but  the  Cow-sheds  are 
very  few  of  them  up  to  the  standard  required,  either  as  to  amount 
of  air-space  per  head  of  cattle,  or  light,  or  ventilation. 

The  Nuisances  found  by  your  Inspector  and  reported  by  him 
from  time  to  time,  are  mainly  in  the  nature  of  choked  drains  and 
accumulations  of  refuse  ;  it  has  always  been  our  endeavour  to  get  as 
many  cases  remedied  by  persuasion  rather  than  by  using  force,  and 
in  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  during  the 
year. 

I  remain,  (xentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  SMAILES,  M.D.,  L.S.Sc., 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health. 

lIoiih'Y, 

January  ‘25th,  1899. 


TABLE  1. 

Birth  and  Mortality  RatOi  1898. 
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No.  of 
Births. 

Average  per 
1,000. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Average  per 
1,000. 

1st  Quarter  . 

18 

23-22 

13 

16-79 

2nd  „  . 

12 

15-5 

14 

18  09 

3rd  „  . 

17 

21-9 

8 

10-32 

4th  „  . 

18 

23-22 

8 

10-32 

Total  . 

65 

20-96 

43 

13-87 

TABLE  2. 

Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of  Estimated  population  compared 
with  the  corresponding  rates  of  the  previous  year 
1897,  and  with  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West 
Riding,  and  for  England  and  Wales  in  1897. 


S.  Crosland 


1898 


1897 


West-Riding  1897 
Engl’nd  and 


Wales 


1897 


33  Largest 
Eng.  Towns 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymotic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respira¬ 

tory 

Death- 

rate. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Deaths 
under  1  yr. 
to  1,000 
Hirths. 

20-96 

13-87 

0-97 

0  645 

3-5 

138- 

22-93 

15-18 

0-97 

0-97 

2-9 

140- 

30-5 

17-0 

1-94 

13 

3-07 

151- 

29-7 

17-4 

2-87 

•  . 

177- 

30-35 

19  04 

2-83 

178- 
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TABLE  3. 


Causes  of  Death  at  different  ages. 


Diseases. 

Under 

I 

Year. 

Aged  I 
and 

under  2. 

2 

to 

5 

5 

to 

15 

1.5 

to 

25 

25 

3°5 

35  45 

to  to 

45  55 

55 

to 

05 

65  75 

to  j  to 

75  80 

1 

C 

00 

5 

f 

Total. 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

2 

2 

Bronchitis . 

2 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  .... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Phthisis . 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease  . . 

1 

.. 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Cancer  . 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  Diges- 

tive  Organs  . . 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Diseases  of  Ner- 

vous  System  . . 

‘2 

1 

,  . 

1 

1 

5 

Tubercular 

Diseases . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Old  Age . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Congenital  Mai- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■■ 

' 

2 

Totals  . . 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

sle 

3 

3 

43 

TABLE  4.  7 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming:  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  different 
Months  of  1898. 


TABLE  5. 


Deaths  due  to  Consumption  from  1876  to  1898. 


187G 

G 

l-'er  1000. 
2-1 

1888 

9 

Per  1000. 

2-9 

1877 

5 

1-74 

1889 

4 

13 

1878 

6 

2-1 

1890 

5 

1-6 

1879 

15 

5-2 

1891 

6 

1-94 

1880 

11 

3  8 

1892 

7 

2-26 

1881 

5 

1-6 

1893 

6 

1-94 

1882 

8 

2-6 

1894 

9 

2-9 

1883 

5 

1-6 

1895 

7 

2-26 

1884 

1896 

3 

■97 

1885 

io 

3-2 

1897 

3 

•97 

1886 

6 

1-9 

1898 

2 

■645 

1887 

10 

3-2 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898, 

TO  THE 

SOUTH  CROSLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

- :o: - - - 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  there  have  been  35  cases  of  nuisance,  and  one 
remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of  last  year,  making  a  total  of  36,  of 
which  31  have  been  abated,  and  5  remain  on  hand,  1  of  which  is  in 
the  contractor’s  hands. 

One  sink  pipe  and  drain  has  been  disconnected  and  trapped 
that  was  previously  untrapped. 

Eight  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  one  old  privy  has  been 
pulled  down,  and  7  water  closets,  2  privies,  and  9  ashpits  have  been 
built. 

100  yards  of  lOin.,  and  200  yards  of  9in.,  and  100  yards  of  Gin. 
earthenware  pipe  drains  have  been  laid. 

Five  bedrooms  and  2  houses  have  been  disinfected. 

The  Sewage  Filters  have  been  constantly  working,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  sludge  has  been  taken  from  the  tanks,  the  cost  of  which 
has  been  for  team  and  manual  labour  £26  5s.  4d. 

In  the  Scavenging  Department  532  loads  of  night-soil  have  been 
carted  away,  60  loads  of  rubbish  have  been  collected,  and  3,721  tubs 
have  been  emptied,  5,564  privies  and  1,274  ashpits  have  been  cleaned 
out  and  disinfected,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  for  manual  labour, 
£37  11s.  Id. 


No.  ot 
Loads  of 
Night-soil. 

No.  of 
Loads  of 
Rubbish 
collected. 

No.  of 
Privy 
Tubs 
emptied. 

No.  oi 
Privies 
cleaned 
out. 

No.  of 
Ashpits 
emptied. 

Cost  for 
Manual 
Labour. 

1897 

511 

65 

3569 

5317 

1311 

33  2  6 

1898 

532 

60 

3721 

5564 

1274 

37  11  1 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  MELLOR, 


